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The enemy occupied the city on Saturday at five in the afternoon.
Your Majesty's fortress resisted the entrance of the ships until next
day at noon; by that time the enemy's forces which were (p. 2) in
possession of the city broke in the gates and occupied the fortress,
and they remain in possession of it and the city.

They say these people are English and sacked Gape Verde.

The measures I have taken in this town since I received this news
are to order the women and children out, each to her retreat,1
leaving only the fighting men here, each with his arms and horse and
on guard in hourly expectancy, although we are few, of rendering
service to God and to Your Majesty. I am today sending two advice-
boats, one to Your Majesty's governor at Cartagena and the other
to [Santiago de] Cuba to warn the whole country and to go finally
to Havana in order that from there information may be transmitted
to Your Majesty and suitable remedy applied. What subsistence
there is in this region I have ordered to be brought in, \vith all sorts
of supplies, that the enemy may lack these, if he come here.

In this town I am serving Your Majesty as captain; and in this
post or out of it I shall continue to serve Your Majesty until life fail
me, whose very powerful person Our Lord preserve with length of
life and increase of greater kingdoms, states and dominions, as we,
Your Majesty's vassals, desire.

From La Yaguana, January 21, 1586.

Your Majesty's humble vassal kisses Your Majesty's royal feet.

Antonio de Ovalle (Rubric).

Document No. i62
[Alonso Rodriguez de Azebedo3 to Diego Fernandez de
Quinones, Bayaha, January 225 1586]
(p. 0                                 +
Very Elustrious Sir
Since other persons will have informed your honour of the utter
ruin of the city of Santo Domingo, I will be brief because I was not
1 Where corsairs were frequent visitors, as they were at La Yaguana, each family
provided itself with a hiding place to which to retire whenever desirable. Some of
these were comfortable, pleasant as well as safe resorts.
2 A. de /., 53-6-14, Santo Domingo 80. i pliego, original.
8 Serving under the commander of the galleys.